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Animal Legislation Still Haunts Rural Canada

Recently the “good folks” - the
farmers, ranchers, hunters, trappers,
fishermen and loggers, the rural sus-
tainable use community — won a
small battle in the war to defeat Bill
C-15B, the proposed federal animal
cruelty act. The Bill died at the recent
proroguing of Parliament. The vic-
tory is temporary, because the bill
can be re-introduced at the same
stage thatit died, as opposed to start-
ing from scratch. Bill C-15B was in
the final stage of Senate approval so,
if the Liberal government chooses, it
could be sent back to the Senate for
speedy passage.

The measure moves animals one
step closer to being granted new
rights, in line with the radical animal
rights agenda. Itis bad for rural com-
munities because it will allow more
intrusions into what are normal ani-
mal husbandry practices, and ex-
pose animal industry workers to
capricious and intimidating legal ac-
tions.

The stated goal of the radical ani-
mal rights movement is the com-
plete elimination of animal use by
people, including those used for vi-
tal medical research, a practice that
has saved all of our lives. The best
way to eliminate animal use is legis-
lation that opens the door to law-
suits, inspections, increased
bureaucracy, and general meddling
by animal welfare societies; groups
that are increasingly “hijacked” by
animal rights extremists.

You think I'm kidding? A mem-
ber of the Winnipeg Humane Soci-
ety (WHS) and another from the
Animal Alliance of Canada recently
teamed up to write a letter to a na-
tional newspaper condemning mod-
ern animal agriculture. The Animal
Alliance is one of the most radical of
all Canada’s animal rights groups
and this “alliance” with the Winni-
peg Humane Society, a supposedly
mainstream animal welfare group,
should be of great concern to rural
communities.

In spite of repeated assurances
from government officials, animal
industries remain worried. “This
law, as it’'s worded, opens us up to
frivolous lawsuits,” warns Peggy
Strankman, spokesman for the Ca-
nadian Cattlemen’s Association.
“We'd be wasting a lot of time in
court, and a lot of money on lawyers,
defending our management prac-
tices.”

Many animal rights extremists
do intend to push the law as far as
they can and they view Bill C-15B as
but the first step in the granting of
expanded animal rights. The strat-
egy of the animal activists was re-
vealed by Clayton Ruby, a Toronto
animal rights lawyer, who said in
the March 18, 2000 edition of the
Montreal Gazette:

“...over the next 10 wyears, the
changes will be subtle, masquerading as
animal protection and continuing to de-

velop as a moralistic adjunct to human
rights until some of them at least get
their own entrenched in law. We'll see
the development of animal rights in a
very hesitant way, through incremental
changes in case law and judges atti-
tudes...” The article goes on to say,
“We need legislative protections and
legislative change but you take what you
can get. We're just at the beginning of
the movement...”

Bill C-15B is another example of
legislation crafted for urban voters
but with profound effects on rural
communities. The livestock indus-
try, anisland of prosperity in a sea of
low commodity prices, is carrying
many rural economies.

Rural, animal industry, and
medical research interests have an-
other, last chance to deal with Bill
C-15B. The Liberal Rural Caucus,
under the able chairmanship of On-
tario MP Murray Calder, strongly
opposes the bill, as does the Official
Opposition.

If Bill C-15B is passed in its pres-
ent form, all Canadians will feel the
pain.
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